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What Does He Moan?

Judge PARKER asserts that “a free
people cannot withhold freedom from
anothber people and themselves be free.”
This 18 a fine, metallic, epigrammatic
sound, What is the sense of it?

It is only aplay of words. Only a jug-
gling with an undefined meaning of
“free” and "freedom.”

In the sense of full political and civil
rights the Indians have not been free.
Alaska is not free. The negroes in most
Southern Btates are not free.

To tell the truth, this sentence in Judge
PARKER'S lefter is great nonsense. It
must bave n stuck in at the solicita-
tion of some Mugwump sentimentalist
who believes that the United States is
going to lose its liberties because the
Moros have not yet been taken by the
neck and made to adopt and appreciate
jury trial, and. use the Head Hun-
ters are not ye¢ subfedt to thepoll tax.

Some Needed Light on the Russfan
Csppalgn.

We have found it diffioult to discuss
the strategy and tactics of Gen. KUro-
PATKIN during the fighting in Manchuria,

o0 we have lacked trustworthy
%vﬁuwming the size of his army and
magnitude of the forces arrayed

)2 %

# is abwious that the strategical move-
ments which precede collision, and tacti-
osl manceuvres on the field of battle, will
be.materially-affected by a commander’'s
knowledge that a decided discrepancy
exists between the combatants in respect
of military strength. How many soldiers
did the Russian commander really have
at his disposal in Manchuria when the
war began; at what rate has the process
of reenforcing him proceeded; how large
a number of Russian soldiers had been
oollected in and around Liaoyang when
the engagement at that point took place?
It was scarcely to be expected that trust-
worthy information concerning these
fundamental facts would be forthcoming
from official sources in St. Petetsburg or
in Tokio. We are now enabled, how-
ever, to answer two of these questions
and to make a close approximation to
an {lluminative reply to the third inquiry,
by Mr. THOMAS F. MILLARD, an Amori-
can war correspondent, who, at the time
when he wrote, had been for some four
months with KUROPATKIN'S army, and
who sends to the October number of
Scribner's Muagazine a detailed acocount
of the operations in Manchuria up to
July 18. This correspondent, who is
evidently a man of judgment and expe-
rience, has rendered a service to those
who desire to form a correct conception
of the campaign.

Mr. MILLARD says that the extent of
Russia's unprepgredness for war in the
Far East has not been appreciated. Of
the various estimates of Russia's strength
in Manchuria that have been published
even the lowest is pronounced greatly
in excess of the reality. He prefaces his
own computation of the number of men
that Russia had in the theatre of war at
the beginning of hostilities by pointing
out that the soldiers composing the
Vladivostok garrison must be eliminated,
since they were required for the defence
of that fortress and could not be used
for any other purpose. - As for th origi-
nal garrison of Port Arthur, reckoned
at about 20,000 men, this hot only was
unavailable for use in the fleld, but
needed to be reenforced. There were
left free for active operations only the
Manchurian railway guards and such of
the Siberian troops as happened to be
east of Lake Baikal when the war began.
Ot railway guards armed and équipped
as infantry there were, we are told,
some 24,000, at least one-fourth of whom,

however, weré required to protect and |

operate the railway éast of Baikal. There
were also two brigades of East Siberian
rifies, having colleetively a theoretical
(not actual) strepgth of 16,000 men.
There were, besides, some thirty or
forty sotnias (squadrons) of Biberian
Oossack cavalry-at the outside some
4,000 men—distributed along the Corean
‘rontier. Evén on the assumption that
these regiments were in full strength,
which, acoording to Mr, MILLARD, was
osrtainly not the case, the Russians had
not more than 40,000 men free to take
the field on the outbreak of hostilities.
The situation had not been much im-
proved through the arrival of additional
when Gen. KUROPATKIN reached
soene of oconflict in March and de-
cided that, while Port Arthur should be
garrisoned and left to shift for
iteslf, it would be impracticable to hold
the Yalu, and that his true policy would
be to devote many months to assembling
at some convenient point, like Harbin,

an army capable of taking the field with |

a falr prospect of success. This was a
sound military view of the Russian com-
mander's duty; but it is well known
M8t political considerations caused it to
; led at St. Petersburg. But,
h KUROPATKIN was ordered to
ke a stand at the Yalu, and to with-
] northward as slowly as possible,
i resourges of the railway were for
. hed almost exclusively to
pent of Port Arthur's gar-
and to the preparation of the
fortress for withstanding a long invest-
ment. Not until April could the needs
of the field army receive more than casual
@ttention.

At what rate have reenforcements
Poached the Russian General in Man-
churia, first from Siberia, and subse-
" n..

——

'care for several months the operstion
of the railway, which is the sole feeder
of the Russian army, and he asserts that
the daily average of reenforcements
since the war began has only a little
exceeded 400 men with their equip-
ment. and stores. The maximum of
speed was reached in the transporta-
tion of the tenth army corps from Russia.
In this case thirty-four. days elapsed
from the time when the first troops be-
longing to the corps reached Liaoyang
until the last arrived. Mr. MILLARD
doubts whether this pace can be main-
tained. He directs attention to the fact
that with the arrival of more troops the
burden of transporting their supplies
increases in proportion and becomes
an additional tax on the carrying capac-
ity of the railroad. Moreover, the un-
usual strain soon began to tell on the
roadbed and rolling stock, and even in
July continual repairs were needed.
Allowing for the better  management
that may be expected to foliow expe-

that an average of 1,000 men a day, or
anything like it, can be kept up.

We come, lastly, to the question how
many men KUROPATKIN had at his dis-
posal at the time when he was forced to
evacuate Liaoyang. Mr. MILLARD says
that in his opinion the total Russian
force available on July 18 for field opera-
tions in central and southern Manchuria
did not exceed at the outside 120,000 of
all arms. If all the units had been in full
strength the total force would have been
nearly 180,000; but, as a matter of fact,
a majority of the regiments had been
weakened by casualties and disease.
Mr. MILLARD, being in the Russian camp,
is, of course, unable to say how large
were the Japanese forces opposed to
KUROPATKIN, but he believes them to
have been stronger by some 50 per cent.

Readers of his article are likely to con-
our with Mr. MILLARD in thinking that
in gew of the comparative ease and
rapidity with which the Japanese can
repair their losses it is hard to see when,
if ever, Gen. KUROPATKIN will be strong
enough to take the offensive with a fair
prospect of success. He says that the
man who can feel optimistic over the
outlook for the Russian army in Man-
churia must give greater credit to staff
reports than he, with his experience, is
able to do.

Vesuvius at Work Again.

The assertion was first made by RicHT-
HOFEN that our modern volcanoes no
longer call to attention the grandest
phases of volcanic action, but belong
| rather to a time of failing activity. The
German specialist had in view such
almost inconceivable lava flows as
once issued from countless fissures in
the earth in the wedtern part of our
own country. It was in that era of truly
great volcanic phenomena that the lava
flows in what is now Oregon, Washing-
ton, California, Idaho and Montana cov-
ered a larger area than that of Great
 Britain and France combined; with a
thickness averaging 2,000 feet, and reach-
ing in some places 3,700 feet. Those were
the giant days of vulcanism beside which
the modern phenomena, frightful as they
sometimes are, seem puny.

Vesuvius, even if her achievements are
insignificant when measured by ancient
standards, has been rather wide awake
for two centuries. This is her era of
activity. On the whole, for the past
fifty years, Vesuvius has been in a con-
| dition of greater frequency of eruption
| than in any previous period within histor-

ical times. From the third century be-
| fore the Christian era until the year 1700
| A. D. only twenty-one eruptions were
| recorded. Frein 1700 il 18 forty-
| seven outbu sts of activity sctracted
| attention, and since then they have been
{ proportionally far more frequent. The
| inference has been drawn that some-

MILLARD _says that he watched with

rience, Mr. MILLARD does not believe

thing over 2,000 years is the interval be- |

| tween two epochs of maximum eruption
frequency at Vesuvius.

A peculiarity of these eruptions is that
most of them occur in the latter half of
the year. Since the Christian era began
nearly three-fourths of the periods of
pronounced activity have come within
the months from July to December,
| while, on the other hand, about two-

thirds of the eruptions of Mount Etna
| have been in the first half of the year.
| Within eight miles of Vesuvius is Na-
' ples, where half a million people live.
| These people view the wonderful phe-
| nomena with awe, but with little solici-

tude, since for ages they have believed
themselves immune from the more seri-
ous results of the volcano's violent
rhoods. -Great streams of lava have
| lowed down the mountain side into the
| Bay of Naples, but they have taken the
| short cut to the sea, leaving Naples to one
gide. The city occasionally suffers the
discomfort of being covered with vol-
canic dust, and sometimes this material
mixes with the steam which is so large
an element in the activity of this volcano,
and then the walls and streets of the big
town are plastered with mud and the
beauty of Naples departs until her face
is well scrubbed; but these annoyanoes

by the wonderful sight.

One bit of rock weighing about. two
tons is said to have been ejeoted- from
the crater the other day.  SuchaYock is
merely a plaything for Vesuvius. It
has been known to throw to a consider-

blooks of stone weighing between thirty
\and - forty tons. The director of the
Vesuvius Observatory seems to be stick-
| ing bravely to his post and his instru-
| ments are recording many hundreds of
| violent ebullitions.
The lava spilling over the crater edge
has melted the steel rails of the funicular
| railroad, Of course; nobody knows how
| hot this lava is at the moment of emis-
sion, but facts have been gsperiained
that give some conceptipn of it. 1t was
found in 1855 that a stream of lava which
was barely moving had a temperature of
1,228 degrees Fahr. On another ooccasion
[ the lava stream fused silver, the melting
| point of which is 1,870 degrees, At an-
| other time the melting of & piece of cop-
per wire indicated a temperature of not
less than 2,204 degrees. There are men
who are not afraid to in the neigh-
borhvod of such high of heat,
though they are liable to be overwhelmed

¢
{
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are perhaps amply compensated for

able distance above the crater rim great.

.test of the people.”

|
{

and destroyed by explosions in the super~
heated mass of molten roek. o

One of these men is the distinguished
Italian professor of geology, MATTEUOCH,
of the University of Naples. During the
‘eruptions of 1000, when the boiling lake of
lava rose in the crater to within about
200 feet of its rim, the professor spent
days on the mountain slopes and
lived for three days on the edge of the
crater. ' He saw many large projectiles
thrown to a height of 1,800 feet above
‘the mountain. One day, while peering
over the edge, he saw a block of unusual
size rising above the top of the crater.
His watch was in his hand and he saw

that the projectile was in the air above

Vesuvius for seventeen seconds before it
reached terra firma on the slope of the
mountain. He pacertained Jater thet its
weight was approximately thirty tons,
and estimated that the force that pro-
pelled this mass of rock high into the air
was equal to 607,995 horse-power. He
calculated that the volume of solid mate-
rial ejected from the crater during the
explosive period of about two months
was 500,000 cubic metres, and in that
time about thirty feet was added to the
altitude of the mountain.

When Vesuvius resumes its placidity
and is again content to smoke lazily, we
are likely to hear something interesting
from Prof. MATTEUCCI about the present
phases of activity.

The Sample Ballot.

For the instruction of citizens who
desire to cast their votes for the Repub-
lican electors of President and Vice-
President and for the Citizens' candidates
for Governor and Lieutenant-Governor
the law makes ample provision. Any
voter who wishes to study the ballot
before entering the voting booth is en-
titled to demand from the elections offi-
cers a sample ballot to inspect at his leis-
ure, before the official ballot he is to vote
is delivered to him. The election law of
1898, in Section 83, says:

“ Sample ballots, equal In number to 25 percentum
of the number of offclal ballots provided therefor,
shall also be provided for every polling place for
which officlal ballots are required to be provided.
Such sample ballot shall be printed on paper of a
different color from the oMclal ballot, and without
numbers on the stubs, but shall, in all other respects,
be preclsely simllar to the officlal ballots to be voted
at that polling place. One of such sample ballots
shall, at any time, on the day of election, be fur-
nished upon application to any elector entitled to
vote at thas polling place, and may be 1aken by him
away from such polliing place before receiving his
offcial ballot or ballots.”

Thus the voter is empowered to de-
mand from the elections officers a sample
ballot, which he is at liberty to take from
the polling place to a more quiet spot,
where he can study it at his con-
venience. Upon the sample ballot he
will find the names of all the candidates
for office arranged as on the official bal-
lot, with their respective voting spaces
in front of them. The voter may mark
this sample ballot as he intends later to
mark the official ballot which he votes,
to see how it is done. ? .

Printed at the top of the sample ballot
he will find full and clear ingtructions to
guide him in marking his official ballot.
These instructions are also printed on the
stub of the official ballot. A few minutes
study of the sample ballot will enable the
voter to mark his official ballot with ease
and celerity and in perfect confidence that
his wishes will be recorded in the count
of the ballots.

In front of the name of each candidate
for office on the official ballot will be
printed a voting space. The voter should
make the legal cross (X) mark in each of
the voting spaces in front of the names
of the thirty-nine Republican candidates
for electors of President and Vice-Presi-
dent and in the voting spaces in front of
the names of the Citizens' candidates for
Governor and Lieutenant-Governor, the
Hon. D. Capy HERRICK and the Hon.
FRrANCIS BURTON HARRISON.

The Decadent Nation and the Musical
Neighbor.

Judge PARKER'S letter of acceptance
has been received patiently or apathet-
ically by the general. It has made no
Republican gooseflesh. It hasn't stung
or quickened the poor old Democratic
corpus. Yet not in vain was that letter
written. It has kindled ecstasy in one
fond bosom. From the music room of
our neighbor the Times come songs and
chants and anthems, hymning rever-
ently that grand, sweet song. Here are
some passages from Monday's service :

“1t is a letter to be read not once, but many times,
The voter will be repald,

* It stirs, It moves, it Inspires, it gives the needed
forward Impulse. /

“ Only & natlon with a profiigate carelessness of
the future, a natlon already decadent, could fall 1o
glve heed to these words of maglstral wisdom,

*“If he [ROOSEVELT) Is elected, Judge PARKER'S
letter ought to be the Bible of his faith, his dally
gulde and counsellor throughout his term of ofMcee.”

Tuesday the high lyric rapture con-
tinues, but it is blended with a note of
pain and rage, a sound of sobbing, a
bitterness against the infidels. A voice
oracular has pealed; a hero's banner
is unfurled, and nobody cares a rap, a
continental, a campaign textbook. The
Tuesday service colebrates the letter as
“a warning, a strong voice through the
darkness and storm, telling of peril and
how to escape it.” It is also “a first class
Yet some, many or
most people are dull and unequal to the
test:

" We pity the dulness that does not see that it
Is & great paper, an eloquent, sobering and saving
appeal to the American people no longer to permtt

‘themselves to be fooled and misled.”

Will the people get sober? Will the
people consent to be saved? Wil the
people stop being fooled and misled?

“Judge PARKER would be elected President by
& hundred majority in the Electoral College If every
voter In the United States would read with close
attention and openmindednesas his letter of ac-
ceptance.”

1t is all very well to say that the voters
“will be repaid” for reading the stirring,
moving and inspiring letter not once,
but many times. Why not pay the voters
to read it once? Could the Democratic
campaign moneys be expended more
fruitfully?

Even then the people may be dull,
unworthy, unsobered and unsaved.

y seemn to oare little for strong voices
in the darkness and storm. EPHRAIM is

oppressed and broken in judgment, and
hé seems to be glad of it. The nation is
profligately careless and already deca-
dent. But no matter what may be the
popular deafness to -the grand, sweet
song, the music room will not cease to
vibrate with the intellectual motion and
emotion stirred, moved, inspired.

Not long ago we desoribed a system of
advertising the advantages for settlers
offered in the Canadian Northwest Terri-
tory, originated by the Canadian Minister
of the Interior and pursued by him and by
the communities concerned with remark-
ably succesaful results, ‘The annual immi- |
gration to Canada increased from about
16,000 to about 124,000, From the United
States the number of immigrants, which
before had been only a little over 100, in-
creased last year to more than 49,000, As
the Southern States are now earnestly dis-
cussing methods of attracting immigrants to
their cheap and fertile lands we suggested’
that this Canadian system of advertising
might be profitably adopted by them. The
Southern Farm Magasine,which gives special
attention to this matter of {mmigratiof!,
welcomes the suggestion and urges every
town and State in the South to follow the
example of Canada, for it is confident that
“by persistent and broad advertising” the
South can “achieve even greater success
in attracting population than Canada has
done.” AsMr, RicHARD H, EDMONDS points
out in the same magagine, the time haa now
come when the diversion of the stream of
immigration from the West to the South is
possible, for ‘‘the free land of the West is
gone, and good agricultural land is com-
manding what we in the South would call

exorbitant prices, ranging from $50 to $100
an aore, and even more,”

ers announce

The Democratic campalgn ma
to Illinols to

that they will bring CARL SCHURE

fufluence German-Amerfcan ditizens In favor of
the Democratie ticket. Cam he do this?—-Chfcago
Inter Ocean.

Just about as well as he “influenced”
them to vote for GREELEY in 1872 and for
BRYAN in 1900,
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EUROPE WANTSAMERICAN RULE.

Gaels Want Lower Brittany to Become a
Provinoe of the United States.

To THE FEDp1ToR OoF THE SByrNx—S8ir: The
Separatist committees of the little Gaelic
Finland of Lower Brittany were not satisfled
with the results of the Pan-(eltic Congress at
Carnarvon (North Wales) Aug, 30 to Sept. 2.
The Latino-Italian rulers of France having vio-
lated and abolished the imprescriptible clauses
of the Act of Marriage of Duchess Anne and
of the Treaty of Reunion, and the Celtic Sol- -
idarities in the United Kingdom being too
much indifferent to the sufferings of the
Breton Gaels, in the assembly of thetommit-
tees at Landerneau, Sept. 12 last, the leaders
proposed the union of Gueélic speaking Brit-
tany to the great republic of the United States
of America, Brest and lLorient being to be
turned into transatlantic ports and stations
for the United States Navy for the protection
of Breton independence, he GGaels of Lower
Brittany want to keep, under the Unlted
States of America protectorate, their Gaelic
language, their traditions, their religious
faith, their national liberties. A referendum
among the taelic populations of l.ower Brit-
tany would give an enthusiastic unanimity
for the separation from France and the union
to the great republic of the United States of
America. ROMAN CHAROT.

Hon. Sec. Separatist Committee,
Archidruidicat d'Ouessant et des Gaules. |
USHANT, Sept. 16.

Pius X, and the “ Non Expedit.”

. From the Pali Mall Gazette.

There 1s one burning question In ltaly which
never loses fta vital Interest, namely, whether cleri-
eals should take part In the political life of the
country, now forbidden by the Church. On this
subject the Secolo says:

“There are fifiy-eight candidates who ask the
Vatican for the authorization to enter Parliament.
The Secretary of State, Cardinal Merry del Val,
scconding the humor of Plus X., who has always
had a weakness for polities, has arrived at a de- |
cislon. A discourse on the following llnes will be |
made to the would-be Deputies: ‘As the “non ex-
pedit” Is simply a poniifical disposition, In which
consclence, but not falth or dogma, Is involved,
the Holy See is disposed to absolve your consclences
and authorize you to put forward your candlida-
tures in the approaching political electlons. The
Holy See, however, imposes, as an absolute condi-
tlon to the permission, the formal undertaking—
which must be In writing—that In the exercise of

{ march lightly laden, for they can reach

| caravan routes which we see on the maps

your legislative funotions, never under any pre-
text will you concur in or support any law which |
s contrary to faith, dogma or papal Institutlons.' |
The candldates who accept these conditions will be ,
autherized to present themselves to the country,
and the electors will be absdolved from the ‘non |
expedit.' Thus It Is safe to argue, also from one
hundred other Indlcations, that Plus X. Intends to
apply on a vast scale the favorite electoral-politl-
oal system of Cardihal Sarto, Patriarch of Venice,®

American Rallway Methods in England.
From the Birmingham Past.

After vigorously protesting against the Intro-
duction of American methods as being unsultable,
it not Impraciicablé, on English rallways, British
rallway managers are evidently profiting by Amer!-
can experience (0 the extent, Al all events, of cheap-
ening the transport of merchandise and minerals
by means of more careful Joading, the employ-
‘ment of trucks of largers carrying capacity and
engines of greater hauling power, and the discon-
tinuance of superfluous trains, more particularly
on branoh lines.

In many cases, also, they are increesing the carry-
ing capacity of their passenger coaches without
adding materially to the cost and welght of the l
trains, and utilizing motor cars In country districts
as feeders for their rallwdys.

A good deal stlll remains to be done In the way
of staff reorganization and the compliation of really
instructive statistics for the guidance of managers
and directors, and but IMtle Improvement la ap-
parent yet in the handling of passenger traMe so
far as regards the working ¢xpenaes.

But the work of reform has evidently begun, and
the period of depression through which we are
passing will not have béén without Its compensa-
tlons If it serves, as weé hope It will, to stimulate
and strongthen the reform movement,

A Suggestion as to the Holl Weevil.

To THE EDITOR OF THE SUN--Sir: The problem
presented by the boll wéevil people Is great. The
photograph of the boll weevil's parent, published
by the Department of Agriculiure |n 1003, suggests
the familiar June bug of this reglon.

It may be that the bug that produces the weevil
belongs 10 the tribe of insects that iy at night to
deposit their eggs. These night fiyers are, accord-
Ing to sommon observation, drawn 10 a light burn-
ing at night, and butt Into It. Thé proverblal fool-
ish moth flles (nto thé candlé's fame, singes its
wings and goes out of business,

It might be that If this familliar llustration were
made use of In warring againat the parent of the
boll weevil some good might be done. If torohes
should be set up in the cotton fields and kept burn-
Ing at the time when the bugs g0 abroad to deposit
their eggs, from which the weevil ls haiched, they
might be attracted by the light and lose their power
for harm by burning thems€lves. Duak neems to be
the time when the night fiyers leave their lurking
places—henoe i the Above suggestion should be
made use of the torches should be lighted juss

before dusk. E. R. D.
NEw YORK, Sept, 27,
How to Stop a Sncese.
To THE EDITOR OF THR SUX--Sir: A thlef was

captured last woek because he aneezed and by re-
moving his handkerchlef from his pocket disclosed
the stol*n property,

Many peoplé 1 have met have never known a
way 10 stop & sneese, but there Is a very old and |
simple way, Slmply preas the upper lp il the
desire to sneeze goes. In this season of eolds and
embarrassing “kerchews™ this may be of value,

NEw Yonx, Sepi. 21, laoTHAQH.

"Ligion. -
From the Charlotte Observer.

De A * ‘s over now;
we'

Oh, Ngion hit's a cwle
AN e ey
"Fo' wﬁ!uw soutn, ™
——
HTMENEBAL.
You nuver seés & ..Iﬂ man

a'oe B don't Haner to;

‘Ca'se grub an’
En keep wukkin' &b ¢4 lfe. = °T oo
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| fect instruments, and mest of the mon were

this country,

SAHARA.

The journey which Commandant Laper-
rine of the French military staff in the Tuat
oases has just made in the Sahara, covering
a distance of 1,300 miles in four montha,
from March to June, this year, is very note-
worthy for two reasons. In the first place,
when he was approaching the Sudan and
was within about 180 miles of Timbuktu,
his destination, he met by the merest acci-
dent Capt. Theveniaut of the Colonial
infantry in the First Sudaneses Territory,

as Franoe calls the distriot of which Tim- [

buktu is the chief town, who forbade his
brother officer from the north to go any
further. As one of the military officials
in the Sudan he claimed the right to debar
whomsoever he pleased from entering i,
and he drew the line at the Commandant
from the French force of occupation im
Tuat., There was very bad feeling over
the matter; but Laperrine concluded to sub-
mit and made his way back to his starting
point by a clrouitous route to the east.

The second matter of interest is of ‘far
more importance, Laperrine has returned
with scientific data showing that many of
the wells, oases and routes that are found
on our best maps, on the authority of trav-
ellers within the past sixty years, are far
out of their proper position, some of them as
much as 100 miles or more. Mistakes so
egregious have scarcely been made in any
other part of Africa, and the revised-map of
the Sahara, when it is completed, will have
a very different appearance from our pres-
ent maps, /

THE SuN has already described the new
methods of travel that have enabled the |
French completely to revolutionize the
ways of Saharan exploration. They have
discarded the cumbrous baggage train
that had its culmination in the thousand
camels that Foureau drove across the des-
ert a few years ago. They have adopted
the methods of the Tuaregs, who select and |
breed camels for fleetness and train them to |
travel more than twice the distance in a day
that the ordinary camel can make. They

wells and oases in two or three days that
were formerly unattainable in less than a
week or two.

In this march, Laperrine had with him
only three brother officers, Prof. Vil-
latte, the astronomer, and scventy-five
méharistes, as the native soldiers of the
French on their fleet camels are called. It
took Foureau over a year to cross the des-
ert with all that was left of his 1,000 camels;
but Laperrine, marching southeast toward
Timbuktu, was within 180 miles of that
Sudanese city in ten weeks, and he returned
by a longer route in six weeks. He found
water and pasturage and lived almost
wholly off the resources of the desert.

Most of the natives they met were Tuaregs,
but the Tuareg problem has disappeared,
for the French are able now to catch them
on their raids. The bandits of the Sahara
have become suppliants for peace and
friendship and are helping instead of hind-
ering every French advance into the des-
ert. The story of the Sahara for the past
three years abounds with remarkable facts
that justify the old saying “It is the unex-
pected that always happens in Africa.”

The pac» was not too fast for Prof. Vil-
latte of I'Ecole Supérieure in Algiers, wjth
the very best of astronomical equipment,
to fix the position of forty-three places;
and the discovery he made greatly aston-
ished the party. Every place but one
whose position he determined, if shown
on the present map, is much too far to the
west. Timissao, for example, should be
placed 155 milos to the southeast of the
place where it appeara on the maps. On
the other hand, Idelds should he moved
about a degree of longitude to the west.
The result is that all the itineraries and

through the central and western Sahara
are hopelesasly wrong: and there must be
wholesale revision of the rﬁ;pping of the
routes, oases and wells in this vast part of
the desert.

The reason assigned for these blunders

| ship of the national union,

| asseasment imposed in January last by the |

is that the white men who made them fol-
lowed zigzag courses, were usually under
stress either because of enemies or of fail-
ing water or food supplies, had \ ery imper-

not skilled in using suon appliances as they
poasessed.

It is easy to see the embarrassment that
this situation imposes. If a French expe-
dition wishes to leave one route and strike
across to a well or an oasis on another.
they cannot be sure that the compass direce
tion taken from the map will lead them to
the point they are seeking. Information
that misleads is worse than none at all;
and so the officers in the desert forces of
France are saying that not a party should
be sent out without adequate appliances
for fixing the astronomical position of
every place of impo ce which they
visit. These appliances ‘will be provided,
and it is certain that in a few years the
French will greatly change the map of the
Sahara. .

Laperrine's party cannot get over the
rebuff they met from their compatriots in
the desert. They say that if the Sudanese
officiat had met a German or an English
mission from Morocco or Tripoli he would
not have cast a stone in their way. Buta
French military party from another field of
service daring to intrude on his preserves!
So he sent the tricolor trailing back north.
It remains to be seen whether the French
Government will sustain Capt. Theveniaut
in his very interesting proceeding.

—

The Revolyving House Agaln.
From tke Lancet,

Two French gentlemen—Dr. Pellegrin and M. E.
Petit, an architect of Paris—have designed a
method of erecting houses on rotating platforms,
80 that the bullding can be made to face In any
required direction at any time. The platform is
supported on two concentric walls, the inner cham-
ber to be made containing a stairway, and the axis
of rotation Is occupled by a ahaft through which
pass the supply and waste pipes of the house. A
gas or petrol engine ks employed to move the plat-
form, and If neceasary It can be used to drive
clockwork which will enable the house front to fol.
low the sun during the day.

——————————————
Infinttude of the Infinitesimal,
From the St. James's Gazsette.

In his recent “Introduction (o Spectrum Analy-
818,” Dr. W. Marshall Watts shows that “in a drop of
water the number of molecules ls 50 great that, if
we could see them when the drop was magnified till
It had apparently the dimensions of our earth, they
would appear like a heap of tennls balls, in num
ber something like 8,556,000,000,000,000,000,000,000. " |
Even them, It appears, each molocule would he |
subdivisible Into three atoms, two of hydrogen and
one of oxygen. And It Is, of course, a matter of
common kaowledge that In every aiom of hydrogen |
there are some thousand electrified “corpuscules.” |

Reason of Preference for BullAghting. }
From (ke Boston Record,

Once In a while one of the Sunday exhorters |
on the Common startles the crowd with his hits, |
A well known old spelibinder was comparing the |

vices and amusements of varlous countries and

the relation between the two. In particular he

described bull-fghting in Spain and puglilism in
~

“An' 1 don't know but what bullighting s the
beiter,' he roared. “God Almighty made the
bulls for boef. But when you kill a pugiliss, what
use 15 he to anybody?"

The TN
She—I thought you were one of nature's noble«
men.
He—1 wonder why you never hear of ome of
nature's ladles?

\

“DENT* IN LAKE MICHIGAN.
Prof. H. J. Cox Says That Is What Consed
the Water to Rise Three Feet.

CHICAGO, Sept. 27.—The water of Lake
Michigan rose three feet and sank as mueh
within five minutes during Sunday night’s
thunderstorm, It did considerable dam-
age to small boats and caused the crews
of the various lifesaving stations to scramble
from their beds.

The river men declared the phenonienon
to be a tidal wave, but Prof. Henry J. Cox
desoribes the singular change in the lake
level to a psychrometrical oocurrence.

“Imaginea‘dent’ in the surface of the lake,”
said Prof. Cox, “and you have a fair illustra-
tion of what happened. It nmust have meas-
ured several miles in diameter and can
easily be reproduced at home by placing
a glass bottom downward in a soup plate
filled with water. The moment the glass
ll'nl?l thl:wwntor rises around the edges
of ghe

“&n -p similar manner the barometrical
pressure’ was increased in certain places
and decreased in others during the thunder-
storm. Where the pressure was greater
the water was f downward and nat-
urally sought the plices where it was leas.
Chicago, being at time of the storm the
centre of disturbance, was under a com-
parative vacuum, while other parts of
the lake's surface were pressed upon bz
extraordinary atmospheric weight. 'Th
made the water rise at Chicago. At soon
at the barometrioal pressure was removed
to another point the water rushed baok."”

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS FOR MEN.

To Teach Commereial Subjects in Every
City—National Union te Start Them.
Business of importance was transacted

at the meeting of officers and committees

ROOGSEVELY ON IRRIGATION.
The President Writes of its Benefits to o
Meeting in North Daketa.
Manpan, N. D, Sept. 37—The North
Dakota State Irrigation Congress met here:
at noon. A communication from President
Roosevelt was read.

a)ur letter of tho\lmh inst.,

t we{a po! b'ltegor tmo to present, but X
ret to sa not.
uring tbztlme of my Presidency there haa

been no measure in whioch | have taken o

keener Interest thw“!‘hut which started the

policy of national ald to the cause rrie-
gation, [ have felt ?.hnt the use of the rivers
d amall streams of the States of the Great,
ll.‘ll’alm and the nockr Mountains for irriga-
tion was even more important to future
of this country than the imnrovement of the
course &f t ‘ma'u,» rivers, lower om
as an ald to navigation, an
ent one of the first things to which 1
med my attention was the effort to secure
tigo passage of the law which Inaugurated
Is system,
ngratulate the Je of North Dakota—

mée.}?d,'l ooncrutulnpt‘:o?ha T:hol .u‘&..

United States—upon the fact lhu this work has

heen begun. It will be of incalculable benefl

to the people of the semi-arid regions, and

e aintey Petatevar henefe pars of i

for t country, whatever ben

benemT all. ‘{ith hest wiahes, believe wne,

sincerely yours,

THEODORE ROOSEVELE.
FOR NEW BROOKLYN PARK. '
Justiee Maddex Confirma Commission's
Awards for Necessary Preperty.
Supreme Court Justice Maddox in Brook-
lyn yesterday confirmed the report of
Andrew Lemon, William J. Buttling and
Assemblyman John McKeown, who were
appointed a commission by the S8upreme

Court in condemnation proceedings to se-
oure property for the new Fourth Ward

of the Catholic Young Men's National
Union, held yesterdayafternoon in Cathadral |
College in this city. The national officers |
were in attendanoe, as well as the executive |
committee, special committee on evening |
schools and national committoe. The meel- |
ing was largely attended. {

ittemion was called to the fact that |
Carroll Institute of Washington\D. C., |
has decided to open an evening school
on Oct. 17 for instruction to young men
at a nominal charge in commercial pursuits. |
It was decided to endeavor to open similer
schools in all the larger cities of the country, |
and to establish a national examining
board, whose duty it shall be to give ex-
aminations annually to the students in
these schoola. It is also intended that
the board shall award diplomas to students
passing the examinations.

It was decided to make a systematic
canvass of Catholic clubs and societiea
with & view to increasing the member-

———— e e e

FIGHT TAX ON POWER HOUSE.

Metropolitan Says the Cilty Eas Assessed
It Tpe High,

Supreme Court Justice Gildersleeve signed
yesterday, on the application of the Metro-
politan Street Railway Company, a writ
of certiorari for the review of the $5,000,000

Tax Commissioners on the property owned
by the railroad at Nivety-fifth street and
First avenue. The company's electric power
house is there and the property has a front- |

e of 200 feet on First avenue, 208 on Ninety-
fifth street and 207 on Ninety-sixth street.

The company says that the fair market
value of the property is not over $3,600,000. |
The land cost only $175,000, say the railroad |
officials, while the power house cost $1,500,-
000 to construct and $2,880,000 was spent
for machinery. But against these figures |
they set up a depre-iation of at least 6 |
per cent. & year for wear and tear on ma-
chinery. The life of the electrical plant is
atated to be under sixteen years.

POLITICS IN CANADA.

Growth of a Desire for Independence, but
Annexation No Longer Talked Of.
Tonroxro, Ont., Sept. 281t is now gener- |

ally understood that the elections for me‘

«t*Dominion Parliament will come off early in

November, and the Government feels quite
confident of viotory. In the opinion of those
most competent to judge, Ontario, the most
populous and wealthy Province of the Do- |
minion, has become a negligible quantity
for the time being, as the result will be deter-
mined by the majority that will be given to
Nir Wilfrid Laurier by the Province of Quebec
and by the votes of the Provinces of Manitoba
and New Brunswick, where the French Cana-
dian element, which is numerous and well
organized, holds the Lalance of power. It is
this fact that gives to the approaching elec-
tion the character of a race struggle and
makes it perhaps the mogt important of any
since confederation in 1867. b

Here in Ontario the gituation is further
complicated by the importution of imperial
politics into Dominion affairs and by the re-
duction of the Province's voting strength at
Ottawa through the automatie action of the
Electoral law, which gave a fixed representa-
tion to the Province of Quebec without regard
to population and governed the representa-
tion In all the other Provinces by the rise or
fall of their populations in relation to that of
Quebec after each census. In this way it has
come about that Ontario loses stx representa-
tives at the coming eleotion, which is so much
to the advantage of the Liberal party in the
other Provinces, Ontario’s representation
being largely Conservative.

The causes of the loss of population also
tend to increase the anti-Liberal sentiment
in Ontario. The opening up of the Northwest,
which has been accomplished mainly wit
Ontario’s money, has drawn away from it
numbers of its most enterprising citizens, to
the detriment of its political influence in the |
country, and creat rivals out of its own |
sons, This combination of cpuses has been
too much for the endurance of the taxpayers
of the Province, and though a section turns
its ear to questions of imperial federation,
the mass {s pondering other solutions.

There is no!hlng‘ more remarkable than
the extent to which the idea of nationalism
with independence to follow has progres
in this part of Canada during the last few
years. It is discussed by men in all sections
of society as necessary and inevitable, per-
haps in a very near future. Annexation is a
word no longer heard, and reciprocity is im-
mediately popular only with ‘the farmers,
who want a profitable market for their poul-
try, egga, dairy and other products., The |
manufacturers naturally oppose it, desirin
to keep the home market for themselves; an
the professional politicians are equnllynnlmt
anything that would tend to diminish revenue
from indirect taxation and open the way to
demands for the imposition of direct taxes.

It Is not, however, considered “good busi-
ness,” as a leading journalist here recently
expreased it, to uss independence pub-
licly just now, although it js in every one's
mind. It isloo on as an idea better left to
ripen with circumstances; any attempt to
force it would only add to the existing con-
fusrion, nnd there is, hesides, a feeling amt it
cannot be very long before there will ha such
a change in conditions in Great Britain that
{,t‘lu mora‘-tWQnt %\n& ("'nnndﬁ should not

oom any definite cy one way
hould find, fe

e

or another, but shou erselfl with a
free hand when that change does come.
here is a last po(MJn connection with On-
tario sentiment towurd the Laurier adminis-
untlgn that has to be noted: it is the extent to
which subsidies are given to railways and
other enterprises that bring no profit to the
Province and are becoming a serious drain,
resulting in ever increasing calls on the tax-
gu{kern cupoollllr the farmers, who form the
ulk of the popufation. Thewe are certain to
make themselves heard in November at the
polis, and not, probably, in a gense favorable
to the Laurier Government. Fortunately for
Rir Wilfrid. he is not, as before stated, depen-
dent on Ontario for his majority, \
ey
Snapshots, 2,000 a Second.
. From the London Globe.
An [tallan named Luciano Buttl has perfected |
a photographic apparatus capable of registering
the Incredible .number of 2,000 photographie Im-
preasions per second.  The most mlaute and 1east
rapld and casual movements of birds and Insects |
on the wing. which have hitherto defied scfence, |
can, It Is claimed, be registered with accuracy, |
thus opening & new woild of natural observation
to ornithologists, The fiirs used cost £2 per sec ‘
ond for the 2,000 Impressions.

A Nea-swearer's Vocabulary.
From the Pall Mall Gazette.

“1 cannot swear, 1 have an ulcerated throat, and |
| am wearing a mustard plaster. 1 am far too 1|l |
to swear,” sald Mrs. Walkin, when charged ag |
Slough, yesterday, with using Improper language, |
Mrs. Watkin admitted that she had calied hor hus
band & biear eyed Kafir, a Bashi-Barouk, a Bul.
garian atrocity, an ugly monkey, & baboon, and,
saye the reporier, “every other animal Iy the Zoe.*

| sume between one man and another.

»ark. The site takes in four blocks between

}hy and Bridge streets and Tillary street
and Striker's Court,

The commissioners’ award is $476,220.
The highest awards made are to anhoP
(' harles O, MeDonnell, $55,000; Jamesa Burrel A
$26,000; John and Jarres H, Mullins, $20,0(x%
Mary J. Lynch, $54,000; Amos J. Wright,
$34,000. Ex-Register Hugh MecLaughlin,
the veteran Democratic leader of Kings
county, ge's 85230 for a plot of grouid
necessary for the park, .

W. De Peyster opposed the confirmation
of the report because he had bsen awarded
only $5,761 for eight inches of property.
Ha contended that the eight inches nocessi-

| tated the taking down of the walls of three

houses, which practically ruined them.
The commissioners called in real estate
experts, who declared that the award made
to Mr, De Peyster waa full value,

DELAYING THE ISLAND BRIDGEFE.

Commissioner Best Finds the Tower Power
Houses in the Way—Wants te Stop ’Em,

Bridge Commissioner Best wrote to ths
Board of Aldermen yesterday afternoon
asking for authority to make some changes
in one of the contracts for the Blackwell's
Island bridge. The letter said that on
Dec. 81, the last day that Mr. Lindenthal
was in office as Bri Commissioner, he
made a contract with the Williams Engineer-
ing and Contracting Company for the con-
struction of power houses and elevators
on the piers of the bridge, at a cost of

$685,000.

Mr. Best said that if this contract were
carried out and the power houses built at
this time it would seriously delay construc-
tion, as they would interfere with the build-
ing of the superstructure, and they might
:5] be delayed indefinitely.

He wanted authority to settle with the
contractors for $345,000 for all' work under
the contract exclusive of the items for
power houses and elevatora. The letter
was referred to the committee on bridges
and tunnels.

MONEY FOR EDUCATION.

810,000 Left to Schoel Board for a High
Sehool at Gravesénd.

The will cf Cornelius 8. Stryker was filed
for probate in the Surrogate's Court, Brook -
lyn, yesterday. Mr, Btryker was a wealthy
farmer cf Gravesend and died about a week
ago. In hiswill he provides that his funeral
shall be simple and unostentatious and that
no eulogy be indulged in. He made & num-

| ber of bequests. Mary Jane Jimison, who

had been in his employ thirteen years, is
to receive $500. 0o James n
another employee, are given a plot of d
on Avenue X, all the testator's tools and
$1,000 in cash. The Reformed Church of
(ravesend is to receive $2,000.

Mr. Stryker leaves $10,000 Lo the Board of
Education of the city of New York, provided
that within three years after his death the
city constructs a high school in Gravesend.
He also leaves $10,000 for a iree library to
be built in connection with the high schoal.
The residuary estate, which is said to be very
lairge. is left to the testator’s nephews and
nieces. .

FORTUNE FOR PROF. ZORDAN.

Bellevoe Hospital Interpreter Will Now
Study Astatio Tongues.

Ermenegeldo Zordan, professor of
languages of the University of Padua and
official interpreter at Bellavue Hoapital
while he is spending a three years leave
of absence in this country, announced
yestercay that by the death of his mother
in Switzerland he had just inherited $15,000.

The news came from his brother, who is
attached to the General Staff of the French
Army. Prof. Zordan said that his mother
left a fortune of $300,000, the balance of
which goes to Lis brother. His gshare was
cut, he says, because he refused to become
a Roman Catholic at his mother's rw"uax?.
He eays he will protably leave Bellevue
at once and, after going to Switzerland to
claim his fortune, will travel through Persi .
and Asia Minor to learn the languages.

He has mastered the English mﬁmga
during a few months stay here, and has
written & book on American customs for
a Berlin publishing house.

PRIMATE AT COLUMBIA.

The Visiting Archbishep of Canterbury
Wil Take Part In Teo-day's Opening.

The Archbishop of Canterbury, Primate
of All England, is to arrive at Columbis
University at 1 o'clock to-day to take part
in the opening exercises. In anticipation
of a large attendance the exercises will
be held in the mnasium. They
begin at 8 o'clock.n il

'fhe faculty, in academic wﬂon. will
march to the gy mnasium mg be seated
on th%dplatform. The main floor will be
reserved until 2:50.P. M. for alumni and
students.

The exercises will consist of a brief re-
ligious service and an address on * Academio
I ul-,'f !3; l;mf.nRot;on 8. WOodwug;
dean o e faculty o re science, w
will be introduced by lPr:ddmt, Nicholas
Murray Butler.

After the exercises the Archbishop of
Canterbury will consecrate the d
upon which the new college ohape! in o
be erected.

Juige Gray Cannot Preside,

WiLMINGTON, Del,, BSept. 20.—Judge
George Gray has been asked to preside
over the thirteenth annual session of the
International Peace (ot forenon, which will
open in Bosoton on next Tuesday. He has
declined, as his presence will be required
at tho United States (freuit Court cf Appeals
which sits in Philadelphia next week.

Fallacy of “Blue Blood.”
From the General Practitioner.
The fact Is that, as every observant medical prae-

! tllloner sooner or later realizes, there is no great

difference of the kind that theories of “birth” as-
The basls
of this fact, no doubt, s that the whole populasion
of this country Is so n'laed and so connected by mar
riage that for any one Individual to pride himaeif
or hierself on ancestry Is a sclentlfic absurdity.

. I—:t;olnnln.
Knicker—Figures never lle.
Bocker—No, the sum of suburban life alwage has
something to oarry.

BaY, N. Y., Sept. 19, 1004,
My ngf"a?f V‘t’ﬂ‘amo: 1 " }n receipt

of .
the North Dakota B Ir=-
:fnuon an tre.:n on the ""S.l"'t" and I wish
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